A Butterfly High-Rise for 
Your Backyard 

Here’s a real conversation piece for your garden. In fact, your friends will be full of 
questions about this whimsical butterfly house. 


OVER THE YEARS, our magazines have received a 
lot of mail about butterfly houses. Do they really 
work? How do you attract butterflies to them? What 
should be placed inside? 

So we set out to do our own research on these 
“flying flower” abodes to find some answers. As of 
yet, we have not been able to confirm that garden-va¬ 
riety butterflies will actually take up residence in these 
popular butterfly houses. 

But don’t let that discourage you from making 
this project. We’re fairly certain placing a butterfly 
house in your garden will attract quite a few com¬ 
ments and generate lots of interest, even if it doesn’t 
really attract butterflies. 

Spread Your Wings 
With This Project! 

1. From the 8-foot 1-inch x 8-inch board, cut the 
pieces as shown in the board layout at far right. If 
you do not plan on painting your butterfly house, we 
recommend using cedar, which will weather well. 

2. Cut 60° angles on a table saw to form a peak 
on the front and back pieces. 

3. Locate and cut 5-inch slits as shown in diagram 
at far right. Use a 3/8-inch bit to drill holes 5 inches 
apart at the top and bottom of each slit. Then cut be¬ 
tween the holes with your saber saw. The slits can al¬ 
so be made with a router mounted to a router table, 
using a 3/8-inch straight bit. 

4. Since wasps like to use these butterfly houses, 
we recommend stapling a piece of roofing paper or 
other dark material on the inside over the entrance 
slits. This will keep unwelcome insects out. 

5. Attach sides to back with 1-1/2-inch finishing 
nails, setting the heads just below the surface. 



6. Glue a 3-inch-long 2 x 2 to the inside of the 
back piece, making sure the bottom of it is recessed 1 
inch. Clamp and allow to dry. 

7. Nail the floor in place through the sides. The floor 
should sit up against the block attached in the previous 
step. (The floor will be recessed 1/4 inch.) 

8. Drill a 7/8-inch hole in the rear corner of the floor 
and into the block approximately 2-1/2 inches deep. 


9. Nail the front to the sides with 1-1/2-inch finishing 
nails, setting the heads just below the surface. 

10. Make a 30° bevel cut on the top edge of each 
roof piece to form the peak. To make this cut on a table 
saw, tilt the blade 30°. Hold the board upright on end 
against the fence and push the piece through the saw 
blade. To do this safely and accurately, make an auxiliary 
fence like the one pictured at right. 
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Step 10: Use a 2 x 4 as a movable auxiliary fence to help cut 
the beveled peak. Fasten a push piece to the 2 x 4 and per¬ 
pendicular to the table saw. Then clamp the roof to the movable 
fence. Push the fence, roof and push piece through the blade. 
(Note: Make sure your clamp is tight and positioned as shown.) 
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Here’s What You’ll Need... 

□ One 8-foot 1-inch x 8-inch cedar 
or pine board 

□ One scrap 2 x 2, at least 3 
inches long 

□ 3 feet of 3/4-inch copper pipe 

□ 1-1/2-inch finishing nails 

□ 30 inches of decorative wood 
molding (optional) 

□ Waterproof carpenter’s glue 


Recommended Tools... 


11. Attach the roof pieces to the 
top of the butterfly house with 1-1/2- 
inch finishing nails, setting the heads just below the sur¬ 
face. 


12. If adding optional moldings as pictured above, 
cut 30° angles at the peaks and attach with 1-1/2-inch 
finishing nails. 


13. Hammer the 3/4-inch copper pipe about 12 to 18 
inches into the ground. Use a scrap block of wood on top 
of the pipe while hammering to prevent damaging the top 
of the pipe. 

Make sure the pipe is straight and slide the house 
onto it. Then show your friends and family you’ve put 
out the welcome mat for butterflies! 


□ 5-inch x 20-inch piece of scrap 
roofing paper (optional) 


□ Table saw □ Power drill 

□ Nail set 

□ Combination square 

□ Saber saw or router mounted to a 
router table 

□ Heavy-duty stapler (optional) 
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Step 3: Locate slits in the posi¬ 
tions shown above. Each slit 
measures 5 inches long. 











































































































































